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Money, Possessions 
& Faith B Y  D R  C L I V E  L I M

O R I G I N A L L Y  W R I T T E N  I N  2 0 1 5 ,  R E F R E S H E D  I N  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 0

Two men, born in humble circumstances ... 
one seeks peace, the other is the Prince of 
Peace. This Christmas season promises to be 
one with a difference and perhaps it is timely 
for us to look at the season anew. What gives 
you peace? In our pursuit of earthly riches, 
have we left the pursuit of God and His 
heavenly treasures behind? Can we, like the 
magi, lay our treasures at His feet and find 
our way Home taking a different route? 

I grew up in a rented two-bedroom 
apartment; this was our family home for 
thirty years. My father spent a large part of 
his career working in various clerical 
positions, and finally as a bus driver after his 
retirement. Every time dad lost his job, the 
whole family went through a drastic 

adjustment as he looked for funds to sustain 
the household. Mom was a housewife and 
supplemented the family income by 
babysitting. We always had a simple meal 
on the table, but little else. Most of the 
money for my education was borrowed 
from friends and relatives by my father. 

Our family of six squeezed into one 
bedroom as the other bedroom was rented 
out. As I laid on my mattress beside my 
brothers, I dreamt about being rich – my 
father and mother will not have to work so 
hard and I will have a room to myself. There 
will be new clothes for everybody and I 
don’t have to feel hungry all the time! I 
fantasized that my pockets were full of 
dollar bills and my hands grasping 
chocolates and candies of different colours.



Dream to Become an Entrepreneur 

I was determined to get rich and get rich 
quickly. My financial goal as a young 
adult was to be have two million by the 
age of thirty-five. I wrote this goal on a 
card and carried it in my wallet for many 
years. I looked at the card several times a 
day, buying in the teachings of positive-
thinking gurus that I must visualize and 
internalize my goal so that I could smell 
it, touch it and eventually possess it. 

A Multinational Career 

I became a Senior Manager in Xerox just 
after the age of thirty, and was then 
headhunted to Motorola and eventually 
became one of their senior Asian 
managers. I was willing to put myself to 
the grind; I travelled incessantly and 
worked twelve hours a day at my 
managerial job. I was promoted every 
year, and became one of the Asian elites 
in a multi-national corporation. I was 
totally pre-occupied with my work, 
driven by fear of poverty and promise of 
success. I dreaded the struggles that my 
parents had to go through to make ends 
meet. Despite a successful career in 
Motorola, I left before my thirty-sixth 
birthday to pursue my dream to become 
an entrepreneur. 

Abundance and Troubles 

The Lord blessed the work of my hands 
(1Cor 4:7). Before the age of 40 I 
exceeded the stated goal that I carried 
around in my pocket for many years. In 
the beginning it felt like a dream. 
Growing up with scarcity, I developed 
the habit of saving everything and 
deferring all my desires. Suddenly I 
could afford to buy almost everything I 
wanted – now! And I did! Dormant 
desires began to surface; covetous and 
selfish thoughts dominated my mind 
and did battle with my youthful desire to 
lead a simple life. 

The first thirty years of my life was poor. 
The next ten was spent working very 
hard to escape poverty. The next two 
decades was a period of fighting not to 
be swept under by the mountain of 
abundance and spineless ease. I was 
throwing money at every problem that 
surfaced in my life. It was so easy to 
replace love with money. Dealing with 
emotions was so tiring and precarious 
but money was so precise; you could 
even accurately divide it down to the last 
cent. Everything could be valued in 
monetary terms.  

We seem to have either too little or too 
much – to our misfortune. As it is written 
– give me neither poverty nor riches, but 
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give me only my daily bread (Proverbs 
30:8). Without my faith I would probably 
have become the rich fool in Jesus’ 
parable where I “(had) plenty of good 
things laid up for many years. Take life 
easy; eat, drink and be merry.” (Luke 
12:19).  

Finding Peace in Money 

I am deeply grateful for a cup that 
“runneth over” (Ps. 23, KJV), but can I 
avoid falling? I was so troubled by my 
w e a l t h t h a t I o n c e s e r i o u s l y 
contemplated giving it all away (not 
unlike Antony, one of the Desert 
Fathers). I am glad I spoke to several 
mentors who challenged me to be a 
good steward and be generous with the 
poor and the church. James reminded 
us that true religion was looking after the 
orphans, widows, and those who were 
forgotten by society (James 1:27). Jesus’ 
life was marked by grace and generosity. 

He noticed the invisibles among us and 
affirmed the women, widows, lame, sick 
and children. The generous gifts brought 
by his admirers to the manger during his 
birth marks the arrival of a new 
Kingdom. We continue to remember 
Jesus’s birth every year during this 
period and remember the precious gift 
of his life. 

My giving and reminder to be grateful 
has helped me find peace. I hope this 
Christmas you will also find peace in the 
way you deal with money. 

My quest continues, my recent book with 
Paul Stevens, Money Matters: Faith. Life 
and Wealth is a result of both our 
ongoing reflections and struggles with 
money.  

[Clive’s book is available here:  https://
www.amazon.com/Money-Matters-Faith-
Life-Wealth/dp/0802877516 ] 
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In the silence of the night, a tiny baby was born…

Emmanuel – God with us …

Silence and Covid-19
B Y  Q U E K  T Z E - M I N G

Some years ago, I read Shusako Endo’s 
novel Silence.1 In 2016, a film adaptation of 
the same name was made by the renowned 
Hollywood director Martin Scorsese. Both 
book and film have haunted my thoughts 
ever since. 

Endo tells the story (fictional, but based on 
historical personalities) about the 
experiences of Portuguese Jesuit priest 
Rodrigues, who, along with his fellow Jesuit 
Garrpe, arrive in Japan to minister as 
missionaries in 1639. This is a time of 
intense persecution for the Japanese 
Christians, who have grown in number 
during a peaceful time which is now over. 
These believers have been driven 
underground, but local government officials 
seek them out by forcing suspected 
Christians to deny Christ by trampling on 
fumi-e. These are carved representations of 
Christ or other Christian figures. Those who 

refuse are imprisoned and killed by being 
hung upside down over a pit and bled to 
death slowly. 

Having secretly heard and seen both 
martyrdoms and recantations of local 
Christians, Rodrigues wonders why, amidst 
all the brutal cruelty, he experiences only 
silence from Christ (hence the title of the 
book). Eventually Rodrigues and Garrpe are 
themselves captured. Prior to their arrival in 
Japan, they had already heard how 
Japanese officials were trying to force 
foreign priests to renounce their faith by 
torturing them. And so both were ready to 
suffer and die for their faith. But now the 
officials come up with another twist. Instead 
of torturing the Portuguese priests, they 
torture the local Christians in their presence, 
and tell Rodrigues that all he needs to do to 
end his flock’s suffering is to renounce his 
faith.



Rodrigues struggles. He is ready to suffer and 
die for his own faith. But is he being self-
centred, unmerciful, by refusing to step on the 
fumi-e, when doing so will end the suffering 
and death of others? In the midst of this 
conflict, the silence of Christ appears 
deafening. 

I will not spoil book or film for you by 
revealing the end of the story. Go read or 
watch it yourself. But one of the questions 
raised has remained with me ever since: What 
if the most Christian thing one can do (self-
giving for others to live), is to give up 
Christianity itself? Or at least, to give up the 
privileges or beloved forms of Christian life?  

In these days of Covid-19 restrictions, the 
Church has been directed and advised to 
follow instructions: cessation (for a time) of 
congregational worship, wearing masks, no 
meeting in person in larger groups, no 
singing, no eating together. These go against 
what we have got used to enjoying. As the 
weeks drag on into months, we are 
understandably chafing against these 
restrictions. But what if giving up these 
beloved forms of Christian life is a self-giving 
act of love, so that the virus is contained, so 
that others may live? What if the most 
Christian thing to do in this situation is actually 
to stop doing Christian church as we have 
always done?  

I admit I get angry when I hear of some 
(Western) churches confidently saying that 

these Covid restrictions amount to 
persecution, and that they will obey God and 
not Caesar, and carry on as if the pandemic 
doesn’t exist. I am troubled that there are 
Christians who organize mass worship 
gatherings as acts of defiance, with largely 
unmasked crowds. In my judgment they insult 
the memory of true martyrs who suffered for 
their faith. I do not want the church to be 
known more for spreading Covid than 
spreading the gospel. 

But on the other hand, I also despair when I 
hear how in our present situation, some 
Christians have become so used to not 
meeting in person, and love the ease and 
comfort of on-demand livestream and 
recordings, or have been hopping from 
Youtube channel to Youtube channel to 
“watch” church services. To me, that works 
against the embodied commitment to “one 
another” that the New Testament presupposes 
for Christian life.  instead that attitude seems 
to reinforce a consumerist mindset which 
already troubles modern church life. 

Somewhere in between these two extremes is 
the way of wisdom. Let’s pray for us to hear 
wisdom when Christ is speaking. He is not 
silent. 

—————- 

1 Shusako Endo, Silence: A Novel, trans. William 
Johnston, Picador Modern Classics (NY: Picador, 
2016), Originally published in Japanese in 1969.
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It happened on Saturday 14 November 2020 
from 3-5pm, specially organised for BGST 
students and alumni. There were about 40 
attendees, from staff, students, alumni, and 
friends. The team of volunteer presenters led 
by Lim Chee Peng included BGST alumni 
Kron Joo and Vivien.


The virtual trail is a journey through the 
Christian heritage and history in Singapore.  
It focused on the 19th century which was a 
boom time for Singapore with traders and 
labourers coming to the island to make a 
living. Against the prevailing tide of the 
pursuit of wealth, a small group of pioneer 

missionaries hailed from Britain, Australia 
and the United States to establish schools 
and churches that served Singapore well 
over the past century and their impact is still 
felt today.


Attendees heard the inspiring stories of 
William Keasberry, Sophia Blacmore, Sophia 
Cooke, William Oldham, Father Beurel, 
Mother Mathilde and others, through old and 
new photographs, maps, post-cards, 
newspaper excerpts and oral recording.  
There was also a link between a 162-year-
old departmental store and the birthing of 
the Brethren movement which was started 

V I RTUAL CHR IST IAN HER ITAGE TOUR
B Y  D R  V I V I E N  L E R



by Philip Robinson. The session was 
interactive as attendees participated in the 
pop quizzes interspersed throughout, as well 
as Q & A at the end.


Here are some feedback (with permission) 
from the participants: 


The Christian pioneers were so kind 
and dedicated. Little did they know that 
their good deeds would have such 
great results - Hong Hai 

History is the Lord's story - to know 
Christian heritage is to know his story, 
and to acknowledge the Lord's 
faithfulness in our landscape – Tessa 

Heritage is precious as it teaches us to 
be more aware of where we come from 
– Kaeyan 

It's important to know where we come from 
so we can understand more about why we 
are the way we are today - Yan Ying


The discussion that followed reiterated the 
close relationship between trade and the 
Gospel, the contributions made by Christian 
pioneers, the humble beginnings of most 
schools, the importance of giving back, and 
the courage of those who seemingly went 
against the tide in educating girls. The 
encouragement to us is to be faithful in the 
little things as we do not know where these 
may lead to, and to do small things with a 
big heart. 
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We hear the voices of the past, see God’s 
presence manifested in the buildings and 
lives touched. Let us join with ‘everything 
that has breath’ to praise the Lord (Ps 150:6). 

May we continue to praise the Master 
Creator as we view the constant reminders 
of His enduring faithfulness.


This Homeless Jesus bronze sculpture at 
the Cathedral of the Good Shepherd 

shows that Jesus identifies with the poor 
and needy and calls followers to do 

likewise. Some churches in Singapore now 
offer spaces for the homeless to spend the 

night. 



2021

www.bgst.edu.sg

PUBLIC LECTURE: THEOLOGY 
FOR LIFE SERIES 

IS A DIGITAL CHURCH A REAL CHURCH? 

Speaker: Dr Pete Phillips 

Register for this event 
bgst.edu.sg/events/details/222 

8 
JAN

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MORE INFORMATION 
ON THEOLOGY FOR 

LIFE 2021

COURSE HIGHLIGHTS

OT356 "I & II SAMUEL: GOD'S 
PEOPLE AND THE POLITICS OF 
POWER" 

bgst.edu.sg/course/132

5 
JAN

CS105 "SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES 
FOR SELF-CARE" 

bgst.edu.sg/course/128

9 
JAN

ID203 "KNOWING YOUR 
BUDDHIST NEIGHBOUR 1" 

bgst.edu.sg/course/130

11 
JAN
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Online Leadership Course

ELEVATE  
YOUR 

CAREER 
IN 2021

WITH  EXECUTIVE CERTIFICATE  
IN WORKPLACE LEADERSHIP

REQUEST FOR 
BROCHURE
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I M P O R T A N T 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

BGST OFFICE CLOSURE FOR DEC - JAN 2021

The BGST Office will be closed on the following days: 
 
10 December 2020 (Thur) - BGST Family Day 
24 - 27 December 2020 (Thur-Sun) -  Christmas Holidays 
31 December 2020 - 3 January 2021 (Thur-Sun) - New Year Holidays  
 
We wish you a Blessed Year end season filled with the love of God, Family and Friends!   
 
If you need some assistance, please call our Hotline: 85253289 

COURSE SCHEDULE AY2020/21, SEM 2

The Course Schedule for AY2020/21, Semester 2 is now out. Check out the new schedule 
available here: https://bgst.edu.sg/course-schedule  To enrol for the courses, please visit this 
page: https://bgst.edu.sg/courses

SECOND HAND SHELVES ON SALE!

BGST has closed its Book Corner and we are selling off some of the shelves! Do come for an 
inspection and make an offer if you want the lot. If you wish to purchase single items: 

2 metal shelves, colour boxes and wooden shelves still available 

First come, first served. To reserve or purchase, please contact Daisy at +65-6227-6815

https://bgst.edu.sg/course-schedule
https://bgst.edu.sg/courses




31 Dec Solomon asks for Wisdom (1 
Kings 3:6-15)

Living Hope Methodist Church 
Watchnight Service

31 Jan 
2021

Jesus drives out an Evil Spirit 
(Mark 1:21-28)

Living Hope Methodist Church

FACULTY SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS (DEC-JAN2021)

31 Jan Judgement in the Last Days 
(Joel 3:1-21) Bethesda Katong Brethren Church

13 Dec The End of Mission (Rev 21) Shalom BP Church

20 Dec Good News of Great Joy 
(Luke 2:10)

Singapore Life Church English Service

DR LAI PAK WAH

MR QUEK TZE-MING

MR LEOW WEN PIN

DR KWA KIEM KIOK

13 Dec I am a Servant of the Lord Singapore Life Church

20 Dec Christmas through Mary’s Eyes Bethany Evangelical Free Church

26 Dec Rebuilding Hearts (Neh 9) Singapore Life Church

27 Dec Relapse (Neh 13:1-31) Chapel of Christ our Hope (Sun Service)

2 Jan 2021 Living the Life of the Lord 
(Mark 8:34)

Singapore Life Church



FREE
R E S O U R C E

FREE
UNDER THE WINGS OF GOD:  
LESSONS FROM RUTH IN TROUBLED TIMES 

BGST'S FREE TEACHING SERIES ON THE BOOK OF RUTH.


  ACC E S S  H E R E   

Contemplating Covid-19 Resources

BROWSE OUR COLLECTION

I F  Y O U  H A V E  E N J O Y E D  T H I S  S E R I E S  O F  S T U D I E S  O N  R U T H
do consider giving to us to help us produce our next series, which should be available after 
Easter next year. Do remember to include your name and contact so we can send you a receipt. 
Donations may be made through PayNow (UEN: S90SS0045J), inter-bank Transfer (DBS 
070-001096-8) or by cheque. Every gift will be gratefully received. Thank you!

https://www.bgst.edu.sg/contemplating-covid19
https://bgst.edu.sg/the-ruth-series
https://bgst.edu.sg/the-ruth-series
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Help BGST grow to achieve 
its vision of training the 
whole people of God!

DONATE 
MONTHLY

ONE-TIME 
DONATION

Consider donating today
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