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BY CONSTANCE FOURIE

THE DISCOMFORT OF 
ENCOUNTERING OTHERS' SINS 
AND PAIN… AND WHAT THAT 
MAY EXPOSE IN OUR HEARTS

 Or someone tells you about their tragic 
circumstances and you feel helpless? You feel 
you should as a Christian encourage and 
offer hope, but it feels awkward and 
uncomfortable.  

I have been surprised at how God used this 
discomfort of encountering the sins and pain 
of others to lead me to a clearer 
understanding of my heart and a deeper 
experience of God's goodness. 

A Pastor's Sexual Fall  
In my mid-twenties, I taught English 
conversation classes as the first (and only) 
teacher at a church in Tokyo. About a year on, 
the very well-liked and trusted pastor 
admitted to periodic 'sexual harassment' of 
the intern. The pastor resigned--- or was 
made to --- and I never saw him or his wife 
again after that day. This incident shook me. 

Why would God allow this to happen? I 
remember later having to sit in class while a 
church leader explained the pastor's sudden 
disappearance to the students. I felt I was 
expected to defend God and Christianity and 
explain the situation, but I could not. Why 
would God allow the pastor to keep sinning 
instead of somehow stopping him much 
earlier on, before all this could snowball to 
cause such damage to the intern, the church, 
the larger community? 

A Friend's Anguish 
I suppressed these questions about God but 
they returned sometime later when a friend 
called me drunk, confiding that he was in 
love with his guy friend. Over the ensuing 
months, my friend told me about the bullying 
he experienced in school from male peers, 
his desperate praying that God would take 
away his same-sex attractions, his attempts to 
seek help from church elders that didn’t know 
what to do with him, his loneliness and 
suicidal thoughts. I felt helpless. How can I 
reassure him of God's love when I was myself 
wondering why God would let him suffer so 
much pain and difficulties when all he 
seemed to want was just to obey God?

A R T I C L E

You know when someone 
confides about a struggle 
in their lives and you just 
do not know what to say?

“



My discomfort and questions arose because 
of the people around me but this soon 
became a personal crisis of faith.  

I came to realize that underneath the 
discomfort was a real fear that God just 
wasn't really Good. I had never quite 
experienced for myself His goodness--- I 
had simply been taught that this was what to 
believe and learnt not to question this from 
my days in Children Sunday School. The 
very real sins and pain of others exposed 
this. What was also exposed were my very 
definite ideas that God was only good if He 
answered prayers, took away pain and 
stopped us from sinning.  

I did come to encounter God's goodness in 
a very personal way. It wasn't a dramatic 
Damascus Road experience but a quietly 
growing sense that He was with me as a 
compassionate Father even when I had 
doubts about Him, when I thought I was 
more righteous than He was and I was an 
emotional mess. He did not answer many of 
my questions about Tokyo or about my 
friend. He did not miraculously fix my 
loneliness or depression. But I was amazed 
at how satisfying it is to experience God's 
loving presence right here and now, just as I 
am.  

The funny thing is because I have now 
experienced God's goodness, the 
discomfort about encountering others' sins 
and pain has abated. I am confident that 
God who is good to me is similarly good to 
my friend and others in difficult situations. 
While I may never understand or be able to 
explain why God allows x or y to happen in 
our lives, I have experienced that He is 
nevertheless, still always Good. And this is 
the hope and soul-restedness that I can 
stand in and hold out for those around me. 

Not knowing what to do when someone 
tells you about their struggle with same-sex 
attraction?  Confused or discouraged as you 
see people around you overwhelmed with 
sexual addiction? Don't let the discomfort of 
encountering others' pain or sins keep you 
from a possible deeper encounter with God 
for yourself and in turn, for those around 
through you.  

PASTORAL APPROACHES SEMINARS: 
I. The Church & Same-Sex Attraction (Aug 

30, 2019) 
II. Sexually Addictive Behaviours (Aug 31, 

2019) 

Register now at http://bit.ly/paseminar

https://form.myjotform.com/BGSTReg/pastoralapproaches
https://form.myjotform.com/BGSTReg/pastoralapproaches
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2019

UK CHURCH HISTORY TOUR / 7-18 AUG

“BGST CHURCH HISTORY TOUR 3: THE SPIRITUAL 
LEGACY OF BRITISH CHRISTIANITY” 
@ United Kingdom

SEMINAR / 30-31 AUG (FRI-SAT)

“PASTORAL APPROACHES SEMINARS” 
Speakers from Journey Singapore and Journey Canada 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm @ Prinsep St Presbyterian Church 
bit.ly/paseminar

CLICK HERE to sign up for 
our mailing list and receive 

news and events!  

Want to know more about 
BGST? Visit us at

CONFERENCE / 28 SEP (SAT)

“DEI VERBUM: THE BIBLE IN CHURCH AND SOCIETY” 
ETHOS ANNUAL SEMINARIES CONFERENCE 2019 
Speakers: Dr Lee Chee Chiew, Dr Lai Pak Wah, Dr Scott N 
Callaham, Rev Dr Lewis Winkler 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm @ The Bible House, Level 5 
ethosinstitute.sg/deiverbum

CONFERENCE / 18-19 OCT (FRI-SAT)

“CHRISTIANX 2019: THE CHURCH IN A DIGITAL WORLD” 
Church and Industry Leaders from Singapore. Topic 
Experts from CODEC Research Centre for Digital Theology, 
Durham University. 
Fri, 9:00am - 9:00pm, Sat, 9:00am - 5:00pm 
@ Bethesda (Katong) Church, Sanctuary 
bit.ly/christianx19

ENGAGE EXECUTIVE WORKSHOP / 13 SEP (FRI)

“ E N G A G I N G W I T H O U R LG B T F R I E N D S A N D 
COLLEAGUES AT THE WORKPLACE” 
7:00 pm - 10:00 pm @ Centre for New Life 
bit.ly/engageworkshop19

http://ethosinstitute.sg/deiverbum
http://bit.ly/paseminar
http://www.bgst.edu.sg
https://bgst.edu.sg/newsletter-sign-up/
https://bgst.edu.sg/newsletter-sign-up/
https://bgst.edu.sg/newsletter-sign-up/
https://bgst.edu.sg/newsletter-sign-up/
http://ethosinstitute.sg/deiverbum
http://bit.ly/christianx19
http://bit.ly/engageworkshop19
http://www.bgst.edu.sg
https://bgst.edu.sg/newsletter-sign-up/
https://bgst.edu.sg/newsletter-sign-up/
https://bgst.edu.sg/newsletter-sign-up/
https://bgst.edu.sg/newsletter-sign-up/
http://bit.ly/engageworkshop19
http://bit.ly/paseminar
http://bit.ly/christianx19


IM POR TAN T 

ANNOUNC EMEN T S

CHANGE IN AUDIT FEES

Beginning July 1, 2019, BGST Audit Fees will increase to $120 per 1.5 credit module and $240 
per 3.0 credit module, respectively. 

CREDIT TRANSFER POLICY UPDATES

Effective July 1, 2019, students can transfer up to 50% of the credits required for a BGST MCS or 
MDiv programme, subject to the curriculum requirements of each programme. Further 
exemptions may be considered on a case by case basis. For more details, contact 
registration@bgst.edu.sg. 

mailto:registration@bgst.edu.sg
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ANNOUNC EMEN T S

BGST LIBRARY HAS JUST GROWN TEN TIMES BIGGER!

We are pleased to announce that BGST has become a co-owner of the Digital Theological 
Library (DTL) from 1 Jul 2019. Through this annual subscription service, students can have 
access to more than 400,000 books and 27 million journal articles. To visit the DTL, see http://
libguides.thedtl.org/home. With this new change, we are making revisions to our BGST Access 
Membership (BAM) fees. (Please see announcement details here)  

Announcement: 
With effect from 1 July 2019, BGST has introduced the BGST Access Membership (BAM). 
With your BAM, you will be able to access BGST’s physical library and digital book 
resources, thus benefiting from thousands of print books, digital books and journals. There 
are two types of BAMs.  

• BAM (Basic): Provides access to our print library and Overdrive digital resources. The 
annual fee is $50. This is available for audit students and the general public. 

• BAM (Advanced): Includes BAM (Basic) privileges, and the new Digital Theological 
Library (DTL). This is a collection of more than 400,000 digital books and 27 million 
articles. The annual fee is $130. Subscription is mandatory for all credit and programme 
students and optional for audit students. 

Due to the generosity of our donors, we are able to waive the fees for BAM (Basic) for 12-
months until 30 June 2020. For BGST students interested to use DTL from 1 Jul 2019 to 30 
June 2020, it is available at a one-time fee of $80. You can subscribe by 
emailing lib@bgst.edu.sg

http://libguides.thedtl.org/home
https://bgst.edu.sg/news/details/19
mailto:lib@bgst.edu.sg


A NEW PARTNERSHIP WITH BAKKE GRADUATE UNIVERSITY (BGU)

BGST is proud to announce a new partnership with Bakke Graduate University (BGU). BGU is a 
global institution that strengthens leaders who steward resources with and for vulnerable people 
and places, by means of contextual, Christian-based education innovatively delivered throughout 
the urban world.  

The partnership is designed to: 
• provide a way to serve BGST alumni and Christian executives in Singapore who  desire a 

doctoral program that will further their career in business, organisational leadership, 
government service or ministry to people in the marketplace.  

• allow Christians to take a postgraduate certificate in marketplace theology and  leadership 
that offer them a flexible and global learning environment, and allows them to progress to 
either BGU or BGST's postgraduate programs.  

To this end BGST will  

1. inform the BGST community of opportunities available at BGU, particularly the Doctor in 
Transformational Leadership (DTL), and  

2. offer a 12-credit Graduate Certificate in Transformational Leadership (GCTL) which  can be 
taken at either the Masters or Doctorate levels. The Certificate will be jointly awarded by BGU 
and BGST, thus named the BGU-BGST GCTL.  

The GCTL is expected to launch in January 2020, so stay tuned. 

More info about the BGU DTL: www.bgu.edu/admissions-tuition/dtl/

IM POR TAN T 
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https://www.bgu.edu/admissions-tuition/dtl/


Our Book Corner 
is Closing

TA K E  A D VA N TA G E  O F  O U R  
PA RT I N G  G I F T S

B O O K  C L E A R A N C E  5 - 5 0 %  D I S C O U N T  I N C L U D I N G  
C O U R S E  T E X T  W H I L E  S T O C K S  L A S T

F R E E  B O O K S !  
L O V E  G I F T S  A C C E P T E D



�  
THE LIFE OF 

ABRAHAM: THE 
OBEDIENCE OF 

FAITH 
F.B. Meyer 

Abraham

�  
THE GROANING 
OF CREATION: 

GOD, 
EVOLUTION, 

AND THE 
PROBLEM OF 

EVIL   
Southgate, Christopher 

Theodicy

�  
EXPLORING 
PROVERBS   
Phillips, John 

Bible-Proverbs-
Commentaries

�  
THE BIBLE 

CHRONICLE: 
THE EVENTS OF 

THE BIBLE 
RETOLD AND 

LINKED TO 
WORLD 
HISTORY  

Williams, Derek 

The Bible-World History

�  
ON THE JOB: 

THE CHRISTIAN 
9 TO 5   

Catherwood, H. F. R. 
(Henry Frederick Ross) 

Labor-Religious Aspects-
Christianity

�  
THE 

PERCEPTION OF 
CHRISTIANITY 

AS A RATIONAL 
RELIGION IN 

SINGAPORE: A 
MISSIOLOGICAL 

ANALYSIS OF 
CHRISTIAN 

CONVERSION   
Chin, Clive S. 

Singapore-Christianity

�  
MEN FOR 

CHRIST: LIVING 
OUT OUR FAITH  

Ho Peng Kee 

Men-Religious Life

�  
THE MESSAGE 
OF LUKE: THE 
SAVIOUR OF 
THE WORLD   
Wilcock, Michael 

Bible NT Luke-
Commentaries

LIBRARY NEW BOOKS

MORE NEW BOOKS AT 
https://bgst.vlibonline.com/images/201907-bull.html

https://bgst.vlibonline.com/images/201907-bull.html
https://bgst.vlibonline.com/images/201907-bull.html


DONATING 
TO BGST IS 

NOW 
EASIER 

THAN EVER

DONATE

https://connect.reddotpayment.com/instanpanel/instanpay/index/bgst
https://connect.reddotpayment.com/instanpanel/instanpay/index/bgst


www.bgst.edu.sg  

50 Kallang Pudding Road, #07-01,  AMA Building  
(Previously Golden Wheel Industrial Building), Singapore 349326 

Tel: 065-6227-6815

B I B L I C A L  G R A D U A T E  S C H O O L  O F  T H E O L O G Y

OFFICE TIMINGS  
Monday to Friday: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm (Closed from 12-1 pm, Wed from 12-2 pm) 

Extended Hours for Library & Book Corner 
Monday & Thursday: 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm Saturday: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm


