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As you look around the world at the beginning of 
2019 and consider what the future may bring, you 
may think that there aren’t that many reasons to feel 
hopeful. 

I could mention the names of certain political leaders 
– and your heart might sink when you heard the 
names! I could remind you of the many refugees in 
our world: people who have fled war or oppression 
and now have to make a new life for themselves in 
new lands where they are often not made very 
welcome. I could speak of the persecution of the 
church in parts of the world, how in places where 
Christians have lived peacefully alongside those of 
other faiths for many decades, they are now facing 
hostility. 

More alarming still, perhaps, is the prospect of 
environmental disaster which looms at the beginning 
of the 21st century. Without really meaning to, it 
seems that we humans have brought the world to the 
brink of irreversible climate change, by our overuse of 
fossil fuels. 

Who knows what the world may look like by the end 
of this century? The world today may seem a fairly 
hopeless place. 

But our hope as Christians has never been in 
politicians or human progress or technological 
developments or anything like that. Our hope is in 
God and his promises. In this piece I want to review 
three biblical texts on the subject of hope, texts which 
tell us that if we put our trust in God and God’s 
purposes, then we genuinely have an unfailing hope – 

a hope that will remain secure no matter what this 
century and later centuries may bring. 

1. LAMENTATIONS 3:22-29: HOPE IN A TIME 
OF DESOLATION 

The Book of Lamentations was written in the 6th 
century BC, in the wake of a national catastrophe. In 
586 BC Jerusalem was captured by the Babylonians. 
The temple where the Israelites had worshipped God 
for centuries was burned to the ground. Some of the 
leading citizens were executed. Many were taken into 
captivity in Babylon. Israel’s king was humiliated. 
God had promised King David that his descendants 
would rule over Israel “for ever”; yet the king also 
went into exile. 

Think how traumatic this must have been for the 
Israelites: they had believed that Jerusalem would 
never fall, that God would never let his temple be 
destroyed or his king defeated – and yet these things 
had happened. They must have asked themselves: has 
God abandoned us? Is the covenant God made with 
our ancestors now at an end? 

That is the terrible context of the Book of 
Lamentations. In the book we hear a series of voices 
giving different responses to the catastrophe of 
Jerusalem’s fall. 

Some voices simply say: how terrible! What a 
tragedy! 

 How lonely sits the city 
  that once was full of people! 
 How like a widow she has become, 
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  she that was great among the nations! 
 She that was a princess among the provinces 
  has become a vassal. (1:1) 
  
Other voices attempt to explain what has happened. 
This is God’s judgment on us for our disobedience, 
they say: 

How the Lord in his anger 
  has humiliated daughter Zion! 
 He has thrown down from heaven to earth 
  the splendour of Israel; 
 he has not remembered his footstool 
  in the day of his anger. (2:1) 

In c. 3 we hear another voice, the voice of a man who 
has been caught up in the catastrophe, and has suffered 
along with his people: 

I am one who has seen affliction 
  under the rod of God’s wrath;  
 he has driven and brought me 
  into darkness without any light;  
  against me alone he turns his hand, 
  again and again, all day long. (Lam. 3:1-3) 

Chapter 3 continues in this vein for a while. But then 
the tone changes (vv. 19-39):  

The thought of my affliction and my homelessness 
  is wormwood and gall!  
  My soul continually thinks of it 
  and is bowed down within me.  
 But this I call to mind, 
  and therefore I have hope: 
 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, 
  his mercies never come to an end;  
  they are new every morning; 
  great is your faithfulness.  
 “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, 
  “therefore I will hope in him.” 
 The LORD is good to those who wait for him, 
  to the soul that seeks him.  

It is good that one should wait quietly 
  for the salvation of the LORD.  
  It is good for one to bear 
  the yoke in youth,  
  to sit alone in silence 
  when the Lord has imposed it,  
  to put one’s mouth to the dust 
  (there may yet be hope),  
  to give one’s cheek to the smiter, 
  and be filled with insults. 
  For the Lord will not 
  reject forever.  
  Although he causes grief, he will have compassion 
  according to the abundance of his steadfast 
  love;  

  for he does not willingly afflict 
  or grieve anyone. 
  When all the prisoners of the land 
  are crushed under foot,  
  when human rights are perverted 
  in the presence of the Most High,  
  when one’s case is subverted 
  —does the Lord not see it? 
  Who can command and have it done, 
  if the Lord has not ordained it?  
  Is it not from the mouth of the Most High 
  that good and bad come?  
  Why should any who draw breath complain 
  about the punishment of their sins? 

Given the context, these are amazing words, a bright 
light shining amid the general gloom of the Book of 
Lamentations. How could an Israelite looking at what 
had happened to his utter the words, “The LORD is my 
portion, therefore I will hope in him”? 

Well, it helps that this man is a realist. His realism 
helps him make sense of what has happened. Look, he 
says, we should not be surprised; God has only done 
what he warned us about. Remember the Law of 
Moses. Did not God tell us plainly that if we turned 
from him, if we persisted in our disobedience, he would 
send judgment instead of blessing? Did he not warn us 
that these judgments might include enemy invasion, 
siege, capture and exile?  

Well, that’s what has happened: we worshipped other 
gods, we ignored God’s teaching, and we have suffered 
the consequences. In fact, God has kept his word; he 
has done what he said. He warned of judgment, and 
judgment is what has come upon us. Is this so difficult 
for us to grasp? “Why should any who draw breath 
complain about the punishment of their sins?” (v. 39) 

It has been said that, no matter what humans suffer, if 
they can find some meaning in their suffering, that may 
make the suffering bearable. We see this in 
Lamentations 3: the speaker finds meaning in the midst 
of catastrophe. This is the hand of God, he says, not 
some inexplicable disaster that came on us out of the 
blue. Not a very comforting meaning, you may say, but 
in fact there is comfort here. 

The texts in the Law of Moses which warned of capture 
and exile, texts like Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28, 
did not leave matters there. Even if you end up in exile, 
these texts stated, even if it seems that everything is 
lost, hope still remains. Even in exile you can turn back 
to God. When you repent, God will restore you, and 
you will find that the God who sent you into exile can 
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also bring you back to the land. 

The thought of what God has promised seems to be 
what gives the speaker here his confidence. God always 
keeps his word, he says: we went into exile according 
to his word; and if we seek him, he will bring us out of 
exile and restore us according to his word. “Although 
he causes grief, he will have compassion, according to 
the abundance of his steadfast love.” (v. 32) 

God’s character has not changed: he takes note of 
injustice; he sees all the wrongs that our captors have 
inflicted upon us. These things are known to him. Our 
place, then, is to seek God. We should “wait quietly for 
the salvation of the LORD”. For my part, he says, I will 
trust in God’s faithfulness: “The steadfast love of the 
LORD never ceases.” “The LORD is my portion, says 
my soul, therefore I will trust in him.” This was a 
remarkable thing to say at this low point in Israel’s 
history. 

We can take two points away from these verses: 

First, if we find ourselves in a bad place, then 
understanding why we are there can be a source of 
hope; it can help us to find hope in the midst of 
darkness. 

Second, our hope is in God’s faithfulness. God has not 
forgotten his promises, or abandoned his salvation plan. 
He intends to restore his creation, currently so spoiled 
by human greed and wickedness; he intends to save a 
people to live in his restored creation. God remains 
absolutely committed to these purposes. Our place is to 
seek God so that he can use us as instruments of those 
purposes. 

2.  PSALM 147: HOPE IN A TIME OF LONGING 

We move forward in time, to another OT text, Psalm 
147: 

Praise the LORD! 
 How good it is to sing praises to our God; 
  for he is gracious, and a song of praise is  
  fitting.  
  The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 
  he gathers the outcasts of Israel.  
 He heals the brokenhearted, 
  and binds up their wounds.  
 He determines the number of the stars; 
  he gives to all of them their names.  
 Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
  his understanding is beyond measure.  
 The LORD lifts up the downtrodden; 

  he casts the wicked to the ground. 
Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 

  make melody to our God on the lyre.  
 He covers the heavens with clouds, 
  prepares rain for the earth, 
  makes grass grow on the hills.  
 He gives to the animals their food, 
  and to the young ravens when they cry.  
 His delight is not in the strength of the horse, 
  nor his pleasure in the speed of a runner;  
 but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 
  in those who hope in his steadfast love. 
 Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! 
  Praise your God, O Zion!  
  For he strengthens the bars of your gates; 
  he blesses your children within you.  
 He grants peace within your borders; 
  he fills you with the finest of wheat.  
 He sends out his command to the earth; 
  his word runs swiftly.  
 He gives snow like wool; 
  he scatters frost like ashes.  
 He hurls down hail like crumbs— 
  who can stand before his cold?  
 He sends out his word, and melts them; 
  he makes his wind blow, and the waters  
  flow.  
 He declares his word to Jacob, 
  his statutes and ordinances to Israel.  
 He has not dealt thus with any other nation; 
  they do not know his ordinances. 
 Praise the LORD! 

As you read through the Book of Psalms you go on a 
journey through Israel’s history. First come psalms 
reflecting the reigns of David and Solomon (Psalms 1–
72, broadly); then there are psalms reflecting a period 
of decline, leading to exile (Psalms 73–89). Psalms 90–
150 are mostly post-exilic. There are psalms which 
celebrate Israel’s return from exile in Babylon, and 
other psalms which reflect the difficulties encountered 
by those who set about the work of rebuilding back in 
the land. 

Psalm 147 clearly comes from post-exilic period: it 
speaks of God as one who “gathers the outcasts of 
Israel”, that is, brings the exiles back to the land. God 
is the one who “builds up Jerusalem”; that is, God aids 
the exiles in the task of rebuilding. 

Psalm 147 is one of five “Hallelujah” Psalms which 
close the book of Psalms. Each of Psalms 146–150 
begins and ends with the word “Hallelujah” – “Praise 
the LORD!” They each express a sense of longing, 
longing for God’s purposes to be fulfilled. Psalms 146–
150 end the Book of Psalms by pointing forward: 
forward to a time when God will deliver his people, 
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when God’s kingdom will come, when justice will be 
done, and when finally all creation will praise God.  

Psalm 147 particularly encourages God’s people to 
have confidence in him: “the LORD takes pleasure in 
those who fear him, in those who hope in his steadfast 
love” (Ps. 147:11). 

Why should we do this? Why should we put our hope 
in God? The Psalmist gives two reasons. 

He points to God’s great power. God is the sovereign 
Creator, who made all the stars in the universe. “Great 
is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding 
is beyond measure.” God cares for the world he has 
made: he makes the grass grow for the animals; he 
sends snow and frost, but then warmer winds blow, and 
the waters start to flow again. 

Second, along with these statements about God’s power 
as Creator, Psalm 147 makes many statements about 
God’s commitment to his people. You may have 
noticed how the Psalm keeps moving between the two, 
speaking now about God’s power, now about his 
commitment. The point is plain: listen, Israel! This 
great and mighty God, this God who made and sustains 
the world, is your God, the one who cares and provides 
for you. Put your hope in his steadfast love. 

God has restored you, brought you back from exile. 
God continues to bless you, aiding you in the work of 
rebuilding. God blesses and protects you, gives you 
peace and provides for you. Look around you, the 
Psalmist says: can you not see that these things are 
true? 

And in particular, God has given Israel a special 
calling, summed up in his law, the “word” he gave to 
Jacob, the “statutes and ordinances” he gave to Israel. 
Israel is God’s special possession, his own people 
among the peoples of the world, a special people with a 
special calling. 

What is that calling? To follow God’s teaching, to bear 
witness to God by living according to the Law of 
Moses, showing the nations round about what it looks 
like when a people walks in the ways of the LORD. 
God’s kingdom will come. This powerful Creator and 
Saviour God will fulfil his purposes. Your calling, 
Israel, is to put your hope in his steadfast love and live 
according to his word. 

That is a calling which still stands for us, believers in 
Jesus Christ living over 2000 years after Psalm 147 was 

written: to hope in God and to live as he has taught us 
to live. 

We can take away two points from Psalm 147, two 
reasons for hope: 

First, we can think of God’s power and commitment: 
his power revealed in creation; his commitment 
revealed in his dealings with his people in Old 
Testament times and in the Christian era. This God will 
not let us down. Who or what will stop this God from 
carrying out what he has promised he will do? 

We can think, second, of the calling he has given us, to 
belong to his people, to be part of his purposes. Is this 
not a reason for hope and thanksgiving? Our lives need 
not be aimless or empty.  

We have a clear goal ahead of us, a clear direction for 
our lives: we are called to offer ourselves continually to 
God and work towards God’s coming kingdom. Our 
lives should be full of hope. This leads to the third text 
I want to consider. 

3. ROMANS 15:7-13: JESUS, THE FOCUS OF 
OUR HOPES 

The Old Testament is part of our Scriptures, a vital part. 
But whenever we read the Old Testament, as Christians 
we must go on to ask: what does the New Testament 
say? Living as we do in the era after Christ’s life, death 
and resurrection, how are we to understand the teaching 
of the Old Testament? 

So I move on to a New Testament text which takes up 
ideas from the two Old Testament texts we have 
considered (Rom. 15:1-13): 

We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the 
weak, and not to please ourselves. Each of us must please 
our neighbour for the good purpose of building up the 
neighbour. For Christ did not please himself; but, as it is 
written, “The insults of those who insult you have fallen 
on me.” For whatever was written in former days was 
written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by 
the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant 
you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance 
with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that 
Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf 
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of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the 
promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”;  

and again he says, 

 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;  

and again, 

 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”;  

and again Isaiah says, 

 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.”  

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

The church in Rome was made up partly of Jewish 
believers in Christ and partly of people from a Gentile 
background. That is why Paul spends all of Romans 14 
addressing the issue of how Jewish and Gentile 
believers are to relate to one another. He still has this 
issue in view at the beginning of Romans 15 when he 
tells the believers in Rome not to please themselves – 
not to behave just as they see fit – but to act in ways 
that will please their fellow believers and build them up 
in the faith. Or, as he puts it more simply at the 
beginning of v. 7, “Welcome one another… just as 
Christ has welcomed you.” 

But what is interesting in Romans 15 is how Paul 
relates the Jew/Gentile issue to the theme of hope. (The 
word “hope” is used four times in vv. 1-13.) 

God has been faithful to his promises given in the Old 
Testament, Paul tell us. He sent Jesus, and in Jesus all 
the promises given to Israel, all the hopes that Israel 
held onto for so long, all the things that texts like 
Lamentations 3 and Psalm 147 pointed to, have become 
reality. Jesus, born a Jew, born a descendant of David’s 
line, has done on Israel’s behalf what Israel could not 
do by itself. 

As Paul puts it in v. 8, Jesus Christ became a “servant 
of the circumcised [that is, a servant of Israel]… to 
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs.” Jesus is 
the true Servant of the LORD spoken of in Isaiah, the 

one who takes Israel’s calling upon himself and brings 
it to completion. As a result of what Christ has done, 
the promises God made to the patriarchs have been 
fulfilled. 

What were these promises? In Genesis 12 God tells 
Abraham that he will make his descendants a great 
nation, and that through him and his descendants all the 
families of the earth will be blessed. The goal of the 
promises to the patriarchs, the final reason for all the 
blessings God gave the nation Israel, was that all 
nations should come to know the God of Israel and 
share in God’s blessings. That’s the point of the Old 
Testament quotations in vv. 9–12: “Rejoice, O Gentiles, 
with his people”; and so on. 

This was something that the Old Testament writers 
looked forward to, and now, Paul says, it’s happened in 
Jesus: Gentiles as well as Jews have come to 
experience God’s mercy through the preaching of the 
gospel of Christ. The promises have been fulfilled. 
Jesus has upheld the “truth of God”, as v. 8 puts it: he 
has demonstrated God’s faithfulness to his promises. 
So Jew and Gentile alike can put their trust in him. 
May your hope abound as you reflect on these things, 
Paul tells them. 

As I’ve said, what is interesting in Romans 15 is how 
Paul links the Jew/Gentile issue with the theme of 
hope. In v. 13 he calls God “the God of hope” and he 
speaks of “abounding in hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit”; and he also prays that God will fill the 
believers in Rome with “all joy and peace in 
believing”. Joy, peace and hope are linked in Paul’s 
thought. The fact that you can worship God together, he 
tells the Roman Christians, that Jew and Gentile now 
relate to each other on terms of peace and together 
experience the joy of sins forgiven, should encourage 
you to continue to hope in God. 

In Paul’s day the Jews were known as a race set apart, a 
people who distanced themselves from the immorality 
and idolatry of the other nations. Jew and Gentile 
generally regarded each other with contempt and 
suspicion. So, says Paul, think about that: God has 
brought you together, believers from Jewish 
backgrounds and believers from Gentile backgrounds, 
all reconciled to God through Jesus, all worshipping 
him together. Is that not something that should cause 
your hope to burn strong? The God who has brought 
you together in Christ is a God who can do anything! 

But more than that, God’s people should be a sign of 
hope to the outside world. The church is meant to be a 
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body that cuts across divisions, whether these be 
divisions of race, of age, of wealth and status, or any 
other division which separates humans from one 
another. This is part of our witness to Christ, to 
demonstrate by our life together that God extends a 
welcome to anyone, no matter who they are or what 
their background. 

Christian congregations should ideally be diverse in 
their make-up, but united by faith in Christ: groups of 
people from different backgrounds and at different 
stages in life who share a common commitment to God 
and express that by worshipping and serving together. 
This is why disunity among Christians is such a serious 
matter. This is why public disagreements among 
Christians are so damaging. They undermine our 
witness; they cause nonbelievers to turn away from 
God. 

Who knows? Perhaps some nonbelievers are genuinely 
disappointed when they see Christians failing to live in 
love and unity. Perhaps they came to church really 
hoping to see Christians marching to a different drum, 
and what they see instead is discord and an unforgiving 
spirit. 

You may have heard of Eric Lomax and read his 
autobiography, The Railway Man (which was later 
made into a film starring Colin Firth). In his book 
Lomax describes how he, a gentle and somewhat 
innocent young Scotsman, was taken prisoner by the 
Japanese in Malaysia in 1942 and subjected to 
appalling treatment by his captors. He survived and 
returned home to Scotland, but for many years suffered 
the physical and psychological after-effects of his 
treatment. For years there was a hard core of hatred in 
his heart. 

The turning-point for him came when he had the 
opportunity to meet one of his captors, extend 
forgiveness to him, and lay the ghosts in his own past 
and in the past of his former captor. The last sentence 
of his book reads, simply, “Sometimes the hating has to 
stop.” It is an uplifting and challenging ending 

But though Lomax came to forgive his former captor, 
he was not, as far as I know, a Christian. In fact, one of 
earlier chapters contains what I found a very depressing 
section, in which Lomax describes how, in the years 
before the Second World War, he attended a church in 
Edinburgh. It was (and still is) quite a well-known 
church, but Lomax was not impressed by it. At least, as 
he described it many years later, some of the members 
seem to have behaved towards each other in rather 

mean-spirited and unloving ways. The issue of status 
seems to have been important in that church: members 
took careful note of who had what were considered the 
best seats, for example; family rivalries seem to have 
flourished; there was a great concern with outward 
respectability, but not much genuine love. 

Of course, that is only Lomax’s view, and maybe he 
was being somewhat unfair; though again, I’m tempted 
to say, “No smoke without fire.” 

Well, can we do better than that? Can we show the 
world that “joy and peace in believing” is not just a 
beautiful phrase but a lived-out reality? And can we in 
this way be a sign of hope to the watching world? 

There are two points about hope that we can take away 
from Romans 15, then. 

First, when we see how Old and New Testaments fit 
together, how God has brought about in Christ what he 
promised in the Old Testament, in spite of Israel’s 
many failings, that should be a source of hope to us. 

Second, we ourselves are meant to be a source of hope 
for others. Nonbelievers should be able to look at 
Christian congregations, see what we do and how we 
relate to each other, and be encouraged to hope in God. 
Look at these Christians! Maybe there is something in 
Christianity after all. 

CONCLUSION 

Where do we place our hope? We should place our 
hope in God and in God’s promises. God is our 
unfailing hope, no matter what the coming century may 
throw at us. 

And, do we point others to the Saviour? Can 
nonbelievers look at us and find in us something that 
gives them reason to hope? 

I hope these reflections are helpful to you at the 
beginning of this new year. 



BGST CHURCH HISTORY TOUR 2018 
IN ITALY

I saw Italy in the flesh for the first time, and it was 
good. Turned out, it exceeded my expectations, 
which (some may be surprised to know), were 
actually very low. Italy, after all, suffers from such 
over-exposure that one feels one already knows 
all about it. Plus, of course, the off-putting stories 
of its swarming tourist hordes. So I thought if I 
needed a reason to visit Italy it had to be a very 
good one. BGST provided that because the tour 
was billed to explore church history, ambitiously, 
from the 1st to the 15th century. It was hard to 
resist such marketing. Who gets to learn so much 
in such a short space of time? 

So did it deliver? Well, I guess it depends on the 
learner. BGST certainly did its part in giving us a 
good outline of the church history aspect of 
things. Pak Wah gave lectures before and during 

the tour, making a heroic effort to remind us of the 
various historical periods we were zipping 
through: the Patristic era leading to the Dark or 
Middle Ages, then the Renaissance. We received 
video recordings for commentaries on significant 
artworks, particular historic sites (Rome and 
Pompeii), and information about the spiritual 
traditions of St Benedict and St Francis of Assisi. I 
jiggled my own memory of church history by 
dipping into The Lion’s Handbook of the History 
of Christianity. Overall, the tour provided the basis 
for discovering and reflecting on the intricate 
mesh of historical events, its impact on the 
development of the Christian faith and the 
resulting interplay between social and spiritual 
realities through the centuries that still influence 
us today. I will need to consolidate my experience 
of all this, and hope that the sights, sounds and 
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tastes that I encountered will serve to add a 
dimension of solidity to an otherwise mental 
exercise as I go along. 

Now to enumerate the joys and pleasures of 
seeing Rome, Pompeii, Montecassio, Assisi, 
Florence, Cinque Terre, Ravenna and Venice in the 
company of 19 other perfectly amiable (and 
sometimes very funny) people. I have to begin 
with their amazing sense of punctuality and co-
operation, mindfulness and cheerful acceptance 
of one another. The things I learnt from them! I 
know now to trust in frozen meat!  

Then of course I have to say it: seeing the Sistine 
Chapel and that finger-pointing God was like 
heaven opening up to me. I mean, my whole life 
… waiting for this moment! There were also those 
other tear-inducing moments standing in front of 
The Pieta and The Ecstasy of St Teresa and the 
Caravaggios and the Boticellis, not forgetting Da 
Vinci’s Baptism of Jesus. If we had been able to 
visit the Borghese Gallery my cup would have 
overflowed. Alas it was closed (who made that 
blunder?).  

I have to confess, though, that despite being 
overwhelmed by the unsurpassable beauty and 
splendour of such works of art as collected in the 
Vatican Museum a question remains for me as to 

how to understand the disconnect I feel between  
the excesses of effort (the cost not just in money 
but also in human labour, creativity and potential) 
invested in promoting the cause of the Church 
and ultimately its clergy, and the simple purity of 
faith in a loving God such as we have been taught 
to cultivate today. Is it just a matter of historical 
and cultural distance that keeps me from 
appreciating that a passion for God’s glory be 
best manifested that way or is it actually that at the 
heart of excess, I suspect, is corruption? As a 
group we didn’t ponder this question together, 
but perhaps in our own way we would have to 
deal with it ourselves. 

I enjoyed especially the quieter small towns of San 
Gimignano and Assisi. Their thick walls and grey 
cobblestones spoke of a distant past where 
weight never seemed a problem. Autumn was all 
around, soothing us with their gentle hues of 
brown and red as we rolled along. Walking up the 
Eremo delle Carcerci in Assisi paid off when we 
walked down accompanied by a spectacular 
sunset. These were the smaller moments of rests 
in between the visually distracting grandeur of 
basilicas, museums, shops and restaurants. I’m 
grateful for all of it. 

Perhaps it was just in the nature of Italy to be 
mesmerising, but I’m sure BGST had a hand in 
making a trip there a memory of a life-time. 
Organisation was superb, local guides were 
among the best and the tour leader knew how to 
chill. So now you know … don’t miss out if another 
trip is ever offered.

REFLECTION BY PAULINE GOH



SEMINAR / 19 JAN (SAT)

“MARKETPLACE MINISTRY” 
Dr Clive Lim, Mr David Sayson, Mr Michael Low 
8:30am - 4:30pm Wesley Methodist Church 
bit.ly/bgstseminar

UK CHURCH HISTORY TOUR / 7-18 AUG

“BGST CHURCH HISTORY TOUR 3: THE SPIRITUAL 
LEGACY OF BRITISH CHRISTIANITY” 
United Kingdom 
Email laipw@bgst.edu.sg

ANNOUNCEMENT

NEW LIBRARY EXTENDED HOURS  
COMING IN JANUARY

Effective January 2019, our extended hours 
for library will be on Monday and Thursday  

(9 am – 9 pm).

SIGN UP for our mailing list 

for more news and events!

S t a y  c o n n e c t e d

SPIRITUAL RETREAT / 27 APR (SAT)

“BE STILL” 
Dr Alex Tang 
9:00 am - 12:30 pm BGST 
bit.ly/bgstretreat

PUBLIC LECTURE/ 25 FEB (MON)
“SCIENCE AND FAITH – MORE SIMILAR THAN YOU THINK” 
 Dr Denis Alexander 
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Venue TBC 
 bit.ly/scienceandfaithpl

www.bgst.edu.sg

MR STEVEN LEE RETIREMENT

After years with BGST, Mr Steven Lee will be 
transitioning into retirement. We wish to 

thank him for his hard work and dedication 
on behalf of the school and pray that this 
next chapter will be filled with blessings.

SLEC-BGST CHAPEL / 23 JAN (WED)

“PESACH SHENI, THE SECOND PASSOVER (NUM 9:9-13)” 
Mr Edric Sng 
11:00am - 12:00pm BGST 
Open to All. No registration required

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2019

SEMINAR / IMT COURSE / 23-25 JAN 

“AGING MATTERS” 
Dr Clive Lim, Mr David Sayson, Mr Michael Low 
7:15pm - 10:00pm Church of our Saviour 
bit.ly/bgst-agingmatters

MINISTRY LEADERS RETREAT / 27 FEB (WED)

“SACRED IN THE CITY” 
Mr Anthony Siow 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm Montfort Centre 
bit.ly/ministryretreat

http://bit.ly/scienceandfaithpl
http://bit.ly/ministryretreat
https://bgst.edu.sg/newsletter-sign-up/
https://bgst.edu.sg/newsletter-sign-up/
http://bit.ly/ministryretreat
mailto:laipw@bgst.edu.sg
http://www.bgst.edu.sg
http://bit.ly/scienceandfaithpl
https://bgst.edu.sg/newsletter-sign-up/
https://bgst.edu.sg/newsletter-sign-up/
http://bit.ly/bgstretreat
http://www.bgst.edu.sg
http://bit.ly/bgstretreat
http://bit.ly/bgstseminar
http://bit.ly/bgstseminar
mailto:laipw@bgst.edu.sg
http://bit.ly/bgstseminar
http://bit.ly/bgstseminar
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SPECIALS 
JAN 2019

WHILE STOCKS LAST

Christian Hospitality And Muslim Immigration In 
An Age Of Fear  

By Matthew Kaemingk 

NOW: S$29.10 
USUAL PRICE: S$38.80

An Alternative, Uniquely Christian Response To The Growing Global 
Challenges Of Deep Religious Difference


In The Last Fifty Years, Millions Of Muslims Have Migrated To Europe And 
North America. Their Arrival Has Ignited A Series Of Fierce Public Debates On 
Both Sides Of The Atlantic About Religious Freedom And Tolerance, Terrorism 
And Security, Gender And Race, And Much More. How Can Christians Best 
Respond To This Situation?


In This Book Theologian And Ethicist Matthew Kaemingk Offers A Thought-
Provoking Christian Perspective On The Growing Debates Over Muslim 
Presence In The West. Rejecting Both Fearful Nationalism And Romantic 
Multiculturalism, Kaemingk Makes The Case For A Third Way—A Christian 
Pluralism That Is Committed To Both The Historic Christian Faith And The 
Public Rights, Dignity, And Freedom Of Islam.


The Bible In A Disenchanted Age 
By R. W. L. Moberly 

NOW: S$25.95 
USUAL PRICE: S$34.60

In Our Increasingly Disenchanted Age, Can We Still Regard The Bible As 
God's Word? Why Should We Consider The Bible Trustworthy And Dare To 
Believe What It Says? In This Creative, Accessible, And Provocative Book, 
Leading Old Testament Theologian R. W. L. Moberly Sets Forth His Case For 
Regarding The Bible As Unlike Any Other Book (And The Bible's Deity As 
Unlike Any Other Deity) By Exploring The Differences Between The Bible And 
Other Ancient Writings. He Explains How And Why It Makes Sense To Turn To 
The Bible With The Expectation Of Finding Ultimate Truth In It, Offering A 
Robust Apology For Faith In The God Of The Bible That's Fully Engaged With 
Critical Scholarship And Compatible With Modern Knowledge.
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NEW  
BOOKS

MORE NEW BOOKS AT 
http://bgst.vl ibonline .com/images/201812-bull .html

BOOK TITLE AUTHORS CATEGORY

The Bible In A 
Disenchanted Age: The 
Enduring Possibility Of 

Christian Faith 

Moberly, R. W. L. Bible - Hermeneutics

Intergenerational 
Christian Formation: 
Bringing The Whole 
Church Together In 

Ministry, Community 
And Worship 

Allen, Holly Catterton Church

The Bible, Disability, 
And The Church: A 
New Vision Of The 

People Of God

Yong, Amos
Church Work With 

People With 
Disabilities

Spiritual Formation In 
Emerging Adulthood: A 
Practical Theology For 

College And Young 
Adult Ministry

Setran, David P. Church Work With 
Young Adults 

Medical Ethics And The 
Faith Factor: A 

Handbook For Clergy 
And Health-Care 

Professionals 

Orr, Robert D. (Robert 
David) Medical - Ethics

Global Mission 
Handbook: A Guide 

For Crosscultural 
Service 

Hoke, Stephen

Intercultural 
Communication --

Religious Aspects — 
Christianity 

�

�

�

�

�
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To support our local and regional 
expansion, we are recruiting a 
Business Operations Manager (BOM) 
to coordinate the evolution of our 
administrative cum IT processes, 
human resources and infrastructure. 
This involves strategizing, planning 
and implementing organisational and 
change projects that will support the 
initiatives stated above.

The job specifications are as follows: 

i)  This will be a full-time position. 

ii)  The candidate will work with the Principal/ 
Vice-Principal and Faculty to develop BGST’s 
organisational and administrative capabilities to 
support the school’s business strategies. 

iii)   He/ she will head the administrative 
department, library, finance, marketing and fund- 
raising functions. 

iv)  The candidate is familiar with (1) MS Word, 
Exel and Powerpoint; (2) the use of IT and Web 
technologies to improve business processes; and 
is able to (3) develop the academic and business 
processes/ policies needed to support a growing 
school.  

v)   The candidate is able to engage in the 
operational activities required for (iii), such as 
business process mapping, IT systems 
implementation and drafting business policies. 

vi)  The candidate will also provide administrative 
and governance support for the Council. 

vii)  He/ she shares BGST’s conviction of the 
importance of theological education for the whole 
people of God, and a passion for facilitating 
marketplace ministry. 

viii)   He/ she is a team player, able to work 
collaboratively with Faculty and staff. 

Interested applicants: Please contact Dr Lai Pak 
Wah (Vice-Principal) at laipw@bgst.edu.sg 

BGST JOB ADVERTISEMENT

BUSINESS OPERATIONS 
MANAGER POSITION

mailto:laipw@bgst.edu.sg
mailto:laipw@bgst.edu.sg


DONATING 
TO BGST IS 

NOW 
EASIER 

THAN EVER

DONATE

https://connect.reddotpayment.com/instanpanel/instanpay/index/bgst/
https://connect.reddotpayment.com/instanpanel/instanpay/index/bgst/


www.bgst.edu.sg  

50 Kallang Pudding Road, #07-01, AMA Building, Singapore 349326 

Tel: 065-6227-6815

B I B L I C A L  G R A D U A T E  S C H O O L  O F  T H E O L O G Y

OFFICE TIMINGS  
Monday to Friday: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm (Closed from 12-1 pm, Wed from 12-2 pm) 

Extended Hours for Library & Book Corner 
Monday & Thursday: 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm Saturday: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm


